
Caring

Chautauqua: To explore                      faith, arts, education and

recreation for individuals and families to be                                            

together;    

enriched

Curio

us

Reflective

Refreshing 

Big-hearted 

In
vi

tin
g 

D
ialogue 

C
om

m
itm

ent

World
ly 

Forw
ard-Thinking  

Intentional  

What’s the essence of
Chautauquas? 

Chautauqua meets you where you
are on your life journey.  It’s a
platform of ideas for you to

uncover in a multi-generational
way. 

What do Chautauquas Stand For?
Through the years, Chautauquas

have remained steadfast and long
lasting. It is community and creates
time and space to be authentic and

have meaningful dialogue about
today and into the future.   

in community. 

Today’s Chautauqua is an oasis individuals, families, youth and children. We lift up the best and the highest
ideals so people can learn and grow, together. Across North America, Chautauquas of all sizes, budgets, and
durations continue to offer programming stemming from the original ideals of Miller and Vincent.

Chautauquas continue to exist in many original forms, including seasonal and permanent communities near
lakes, mountains, or woods, year-round program offerings within communities, and the original tent experience.
They engage individuals and families to grow in four elements:  faith, education, arts and recreation.  

People from all generations gather to learn, be inspired, and grow into the best versions of themselves,
ultimately creating a better world. The original Chautauqua Movement lives through today’s Chautauqua
traditions. There is merit to everything we do at Chautauqua; participating in the robust programming, sharing
conversation with a fellow Chautauquan, or reading a book in a rocking chair. Chautauqua is community and a
timeless journey.   
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Chautauqua: A Life-Changing Experience of Community, Learning, and Renewal
Chautauqua is life-changing. Whether you experience it for one hour or a lifetime, this timeless journey renews
your spirit and leaves you forever transformed. In today’s fast-paced world, many people feel lonely,
disconnected, and lacking meaningful relationships. Former U.S. Surgeon General Vivek Murthy has declared
loneliness a public health epidemic, stating plainly: “It’s killing us.” Social scientist Robert Putnam, a Harvard
professor, explains why: our communities are eroding.

So what’s the solution?
For more than 150 years, the Chautauqua movement has offered a powerful, timeless antidote: bringing people
together through shared experiences that nurture the body, mind, and spirit, helping individuals connect and
flourish in community.

What Is Chautauqua?
Chautauqua is more than a place. It is an idea, a movement, and a vibrant community experience rooted in:

Spiritual growth
Lifelong learning
Arts and culture
Meaningful dialogue
Recreation and wellness

From inspiring lectures and concerts to faith gatherings and family activities, Chautauqua creates a space
where people of all ages can connect, grow, and belong.

A Historic Movement That Transformed America
The Chautauqua movement began in 1874, when Reverend John Heyl Vincent and Lewis Miller launched a
summer educational program in New York, now known as the Chautauqua Institution. What started as training
for Sunday school teachers quickly expanded into a national movement focused on adult education, culture,
and community enrichment. Soon, Circuit Chautauquas—also called Tent Chautauquas—spread across rural
America. Speakers, musicians, preachers, and performers traveled by train, setting up large tents where entire
communities gathered for days or weeks of learning and inspiration.

At its peak, it is estimated that over half of the U.S. population experienced Chautauqua, turning the
countryside into a vast classroom, where: The sky was the ceiling. The forest was the walls. Dialogue, creativity,
and growth flourished.

Why Did Chautauqua Decline?
Historians point to several factors:

The rise of automobile travel
Expanded access to formal education
Economic strain during the Great Depression

These shifts led to the decline of circuit Chautauquas and the transformation of many others into camps and
retreat centers. Yet, even amid change, Chautauqua endured.
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Chautauqua Is Alive and Thriving Today
Across North America, Chautauquas continue to thrive, each offering a unique, immersive experience for
millions of visitors every year. Programs often include:

Lectures on current issues and global ideas
Concerts, performing arts and visual arts 
Faith-based services and spiritual reflection
Youth and family programming
Sports, recreation, and wellness activities

The Power of Human Connection
At its heart, Chautauqua is about connection. It lives in:

Front porch conversations
Community picnics
Shared meals and fellowship
Lifelong friendships
Intergenerational experiences

These moments foster belonging and create relationships that run deep.
In an age defined by digital noise, business, and social isolation, Chautauqua offers something rare:
An experience where people feel seen, heard, and valued. 

A Place, An Idea, A Community
As founder Reverend John Heyl Vincent once said, “Chautauqua is a place, an idea, and a force.”
That force is alive today—continuing to transform lives through:

Growing in faith
Strengthening families
Encouraging civil discourse
Inspiring creativity
Bolstering lifelong learning
Connecting in community

Chautauqua meets you wherever you are in your life journey, inviting you to step away from routine and into
something deeper.

Experience Chautauqua for Yourself
From the base of the Rocky Mountains to the shores of the Great Lakes, from coastal communities to inland
prairies, Chautauquas are ready to welcome you. This nation-shaping movement continues to inspire, renew,
and connect. You’re invited to explore the Chautauqua Trail.
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